JEWS OF PERSIA

Remriants of Tribes Carried
Captive to Babylon.

Not a3 Progressive as Those Whose
Ancestors Returned to Palestine.

flebrew prophets sna poets have
sung. In pathetie rerwes whose tearfal
sadnes still moses the heart, the woes
of beael duriog that long esptivity in
Babylon. It is less

Bave never been asked. 3t the point of
the sword, to ataundon their ancient
falth and take to Mohammed.
1t is curioas. though, to note that the
trading !;Vid!. 5 strong in the other
Jews the world over, has never taken
Foot among oo Jems of Teraia. Out
of the 0,000 that are reportal 1 reside
$n that country, not oae bs a merchant.
That would g0 10 prove the asertion
of llebraic schalars that the commer-
cial shde of 1 0 Jews' ature
wat pot a foheritance of his early an-
cestors, but rather an afterprowthinbis
soul bred an grows there by force of
al

aen Ring Corus granted, thse PR
on o return 1o e oative
Bed ot ne and to rebuild
Jerasalem. not all of them arailed
themeelves of the offer. As s matter
of bistorical fact, quite & large numher
of the desolate Jews lelt thelr wailing
harps hangiog on the willows and re-
mained in lisbylon—or rather in the
Persia of to-day. for goud an
e conquervrs had dealt lennenﬂy
with the lsraclites, and a gooll;
Terof thonands spprecisted this by
making the land of exile their new
Bome. Tiwas a2 faterestiog task for
me, duriug mg stay in Persia. to
out someihing avons the de\censhnu
. ascertain their present
Dibiton, thelr loeation and. therr mam
ners and condition. It is true thet
this fragment of the Jewish race has
before now attracted the attention of
wome prominent coreligionicisof thirs
i Sir Mows Montefiore snd_llaron
irch s Toell ae een the  famons
reneade. Disraeli—known ta political
fame as Lord Ieaconsfell-hare inter
exted themselves in their fate.

For the larger part of the Jews of
Verwia have remained in_Ixpaban and
the region thereabnt, although scores
and handreds of them lise seattered in
the more sontherly and eastera prov-
inces, Bear hiraz Shuster anlele-
where. s everpwhere elos. they are
striking iludration of the sitality
aud racial persisteoey of the cheen
people, for here thes frer the
Lape of over 2.0 ears. still as purely
Hebrews in featares and character as
the Tuwlan lebrews are.
relizious  faith  and

lmm ther Jews  The

?
is 7
=t
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h J
. and still helieve in
5

the Mowic Taw.  Liat all that

icternal uphearal and Mohammedan
prowelsting which fullowel in Ders
these Jews fared nome o de 15

5.
‘ablost amd. mont
ever occupied  the

Urilliant,

Tersian throne. cealt bumanely by
their Jew ish culifects, andin more than
ene instanes they seleeted men of that

taken penerally, the Jews in Percia
were ard continzel to e a down
trodden tace.  Their intellactaal and
Level wa< nut raised, but div

w1 vears, the time of
their renidence in Pervia,

Thev have templec—mall, cheap
Buildirgs -in Terda, aod they have

A PHIS amEse

somse of the sacred bwiks of their raca
in their kerpinz. There are sill
seribes and learned rabbis amany them
who kauw some lletrew and

tranate the Scriptares, but
thow are exceptlons.  Lully ninety.
pipe per cent.
in the denest Inorance and are even
morally lwer than their opprecsors,
the Mohammedan I'ersians. The great-
est worship and seneration is pald by
them to the tomh of Exther cor I
Pahan. and once every year the deront
Jew of Perda wndersaicen rilcrimage
10 the grave of that leantifal queen
whose intercrsivn saved the neck of

any a one of thuse same pilgrime®
Torefathers. “The "tauth is kept fna

Vering doreraud Sablorn rejectors of
satvation, beless, hare re-
pestedly mmhm oty for the

the elifice itself and of the
tomb imide, and similarly the Jewa

other calliogs and pursu!ls hut the
mercantile oce. The Persian Jew fs
guite difcrent in disponiticn. in fact
He is an agricul ne
grower. a musician or & Hrelling min.

4

ANTEANCE TU GLAEN FATHLIS TOWR.

#ia belonz 1o the Jewish race. Their
instruments are the fife, the Leart:
shaped Turkich gaitar and mandolin,
the high-keyel siokin of tiree strings,
the small srum and the lurce one, aod
the castanet. With thice combinedly
ce that strange jumable of
L delithts the uriental ear.
There in & rhythm, certarnly. but hure
Iy ary melly porceptide. The orkuow
1o nutes, and they alwars go on play-
ing nntil 0 tostap. 'lhe \vurv!-n ot
their lay w=wms as ¢ leruuuhk anl as

e o TR obeerration
bebind a scre-n ~eparatiog them from
the bwauties of the harem—and to
Je in the atreets, at weldiogs
d '\vpnhr atberings.

Lut the characteristic calling of the |
Jerea in Teria ts that of w wine grower.
This thes share mm the Armenians, |
and together thewtwosaall frazmenta |
of the pepulation v 1l The wine
that is rassed in Persia. from the Mhima |
wine of s faser and high price |
© the e vanon graie—the “vin du
pays” which g in thouandsof huge
calks into the adjuining provinces of |
Buwia. I'7 the orthalox Modem in
Fervia is furlidden by his creed to
drink wine, as well as tozvow it. Ne. !
ertheless,a large part of the wine b’

d..dm and rende e §
“I‘buhl * or unclen 1

wealthy. Lut ther are not paspers,
and bepzary is rarer amongt them |
than amoene the Moddem pepulation. |
Nat ns 1 remarked, ther are densely
ixnorant. and do not even have anmy
knowlulre of the later Helrew litera- |
tore. The Talmud s utknown to
them. and w0 are a1l the othe nzs
of 3 rolizions as well asa purely lier
ary nn!nn- Ihat have male their ap-!
pearance asnaz the hirhly culteated |
~;unL~x: Tews ot th middle apes, sad |
since wron £ the Eermnn, the  French, §
rlish American Jews. ¢
matter of fod laws and in the
P of cleagsing therweires and |
i househotd. theg are oot nearly ro
strict as the orthadot Jews in Rusia
and Poland  Leovated ofn {
‘been mads v x\u\»!vlw-rlhl um! indu-
ential Jews of other
#ist thewe core
TYerua in ri
several extensive journers ha
undertahen 2mong them

3 the

Roeasy tak to counteract the efferts
of a couple of thmant seir o a
whole ponulatio

Lnated us the Jewsin Per
s wre dhe wxpeies there. Drespiad,

e gypuies 1o the bum- |
Teret v or 5000 may le met wi
in every nwk and cormer of Persia. ,
Theg are by all olis the most misera.
Ule s forlorn of their spevies sas-

he: t even the Russian jrypei e

3 the, y e, stal on quite. 4 Tow
ascalens they. Thes do ansihing o
hre, from manler and rapioe to jug
gring. dsacing. plasing. ete.
Fat tortane telling, oldly ennugh, is
ot comprised in their livt of aecume
plishments, althouzh the lersian is
Tore superstitious than the European,
andalarger harvest in momes sod kind
eonld therefore b seaped of im. i
e, :




